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FRANCE:

Herald Special Report of the
Political Question.

A German Demand for the Convocation
of the French Conseils Generaux.

M. Thiers’ Proposition to Save
Alsace.

No Bombardment of Paris for Ten
Days Yet.

‘fhe Parisians . Anxious for
Another Bortie.
8ix Months’ Provisions Remaining
in the City.

~—n

Reported Advance of the Germans
on Cherbourg.

A Sharp Engagement near

Vendome.

Denial of the Reported Capitula-
tion of Montmedy.

{HE PRUSSIANS REPULSED IN Tl'u; ATTACK,

THE QUESTION OF PEACE.

TELESRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.

Prussia Abeut to Close the War—Count Bis-
marck’s Plun for a French National Coune
cii=The People Must Supcriede the Mob—
A Plebiscite Vote Sald to Be Going On in
Parils.

BERLIN, Dec. 13, 1870.
Enowing of the determination of the Prussian
government to cloge the war between Germany and

Franoe at an early day, Count Bismarck's newspaper

organ insists on the immediate convocation of the

Councils General of France and the selection there-

from of delegates to a natlonal councll, or conclave,

the members of which will be charged to consider
the question of the reconstruction of the government
of France with the immediate view pf the anngunce-
ment of peace,

The suggestion is eald to emanate from Napoleon,
who asserta that while irresponsible mob leaders are

in power in France even the reduction of Paris will
fall to secure peace.

Other rumors, which are freely circulated in
Berlin, msist on the alleged fact that a citlzen
plebisciié 1a proceeding even now in Parls, the vote
being taken with the view ef approving of peace
with Prussia.

The Convecation of the Councils Gencrnnx
Demanded—What M. Thiers Proposed In St.

. oy LoxpoN, Dec, 16, 1870,

A despatch from Beriin mays:—"The Nord
Deutsche Zeitung mslsts upon the convocation of
the French Counclls Généraux for the purpese of
choosing among themselves delegates to the National
Assembly, with the obfect of reconstructing the gov-
ernment of France and concluding peace.”

WHAT M., THIERS PROPUSED IN ST. PETERSBURG.

It 15 eald that M. Thiers, while at St. Petersbhurg,
pbefore proceeding to Versallles, intended to have
proposed the abandonment of Count Bismarck's
demand for Alsace and the substitution therefor
of the annpexation of Belgium and Holland to
Prussia, but he was unfavorably received by the
Russian authorities and abandoned the attempt ot

negotiation,
THE BESIEGED CAPITAL.

TELEGRAMS TO M‘N YORK HERALD.
The Bombardment Postponed.
Lowpon, Dec. 16, 1870,
A telegram from Margency, dated December 14,
and forwarded specially to the NEw YORK HERALD,
#sya that the bombtardment of Paria 18 not expected

for ten days,
PARIS WITHOUT GAS.

A telegram from BEerlin dated December 14, and
forwarded specially for the NEw YORK HERALD,
states that Paris 18 now entirely without gas,
Many of the garrison endeavor to desert under
cover of the darkness, to prevent which detach-
ments of French soldlers are placed outsde the

-walls, who stop and turn back all persons endeavor-

ing to leave,

The Sitnation Good=—The People Desire More
Sortlea=(Goed Spirite=The Food Supply to
Last to February.

BORDEAUX, Dec. 16, 1870,

Paris letters of the 9th announce that the situs-
fion is good.

HOT DISCOURAGED,

The repulsea of the Army of the Loire and the
recapture of Orleans have not discouraged the Pari-
Blans,

MORE SORTIES WANTED.

There is o general demand for more sorties and
aniversal approbation of the answer sent by General
Trochu to General Moltke, and the people all say
they will reslat to the last.

THE SITUATION ACCEPTED,

The measures taken by the government since the
tommencement of the slege are accepted wiliugly
by the population,

THE FOOD SUPPLY.

Having insured itsel! against s waste of provi
slons, of which there are enongh fresh on hand to
last until February, the government will agaln have
fresh meat rationed to the inhabitants, The other
provisious are suMelent to last for six months.

REABONS FOR THE NON-ROMBARDMENT OF PARIS,

A despatch from Berlin says:—

The Provincial Correspondenoce of this city this
morniog, In its article on the progress of the war,
8ays the proposed bombardment of Paris has again
been. postponed because euch a course at present
would be detrimental to military operations, The
real object of the warand the Interests of the army
At this juncture are paramount conelderations, Un-
questionahbly at the right moment the commander of
the |nvesiing army will take such action as will
fTully eusure immediate and futore success,

OPERATIONS IN THE EAST AND
* NORTH,

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD,
The Germam Advance on Havre Abandoned—
Montmiedy Not Surrendered.
LoNDON, Dec. 15, 1870,
A telegram from the New Yomk HERALD corf s
spondent us Havre Yetexday (December 14) reporty

that the German forces have apparently abandaned
their march on the city.

French wroops are emoarking at Havre for Rouen.
Havre 18 much disturbed by gangs ol roughs,
MONTMEDY NOT SURRENDERED,

A telegram from Brussels dated December 15 and
forwarded speclally for the NeEw YORK HERALD
mentions a report ourrent there that Monsmedy has
not capitulated. Un the comirary, it is stated that
the Prussians were repulsed in an attack upon the
fortress, losing 1,900 men In killed and wounded.

OPERATIONS NEAR HAVRE.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.

The Rends Neur Hnavre Clear—Manteuffel's
Intentiens—=Prussizns Retrenting Toward
Rouen=A United Sintes War Vessel In-
Jured.

Loxpox, Dec. 186, 1870,

A despatch, dated Havre yesteraay, says that the
Pruselans have entirely witharawn from this section
of the couniry, and the roads arg open again to
Yvelot.

MARCHING UTON CAEN AND CHERBOURG,

It I8 thonght that General Mantenffel |s marching
upon Caen and Cherbourg. Desbatches from Havre,
however, répresent the retreat of the Prusslans to
the southward as precipitate.

THE PRUSSIANS RETREATING TOWARDS ROUEN,

A report from Bordeaux sayithat the Prussians
who were near Harfleur hav™ | treated towards
Rouen.

A UNITED STATES

A Havre despatch

An apology has Led t to Captain Wells, of
the United States steatfy Bhenandoah, for the acel-
dental shot received by Wiat veasel a few days ago
from & French iron-clad which was using her guns
to intimidate General Briand, the French com-
mander &t Havre, who had ordered s portion of the
squadron to Cherbourg,

OPERATIONS ON THE LOIRE.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
The Moblles Buccesaful Over the Bavarinos—
A Pruwsinn Attack Repulsed—Fight Near

Vendome—FPuladines.

BorpEAUX, Dec. 16, 1870,

News has becn recelved that between the towns of
Briare and Glen three battalions of Bavarians have
been defeased by the Moblles.

AN ATTACK ON GENERAL OHAUZY'S LINE REPULSED.

The forces of General Faidherbe contnue to
operate successfully, and some Prussian attacks
upon General Chauzy's lines have been repulsed
with 1088 to the assuilants. .

BATTLE NEAR VENDOME.

The following despatch has been forwarded to the
prefects of departments :—

The Duke of Meckienburg on Wednes day attacked
the town of Friteval, on the read from Chateaudun
to VendOme, which he occupied In strong force. We
retook the place yesterday. Having united his
troops with those of Prince Frederick Charles they
engaged our forees in combat yesteraay near Ven-
dome, The battle lasted tll night, The enemy's
losses are great.

RETIREMENT OF PALADINES,

General D'Aurelle Paladines hag retired from the

Bervice and gone to his estate,

1.~uRED BY A SHOT,

The Capture of Ln Fere by the Prussinns Con-
tradicted=—Confirmation of Piussian Suce
cessen=(iermun Lowses Near Orleann.

LoxpoN, Dee. 186, 1870,

The Monileur says that the French have been re-
inforced at all points.

LA FERE NOT CAPTURED.

The capture of La Fere s contradioted. General
Faldherbe passed the town without attacking it.
Several engugements have occurred in that nelgh-
borhood recently, which were generally favorable
to the French, " <

CONFIRMATION OF PRUSSYAN AUCoRmsESR,

The report published yesterday that the Prussians
had ocenpled Coutres, Montrichard and Ramoran-
tin, on the Lolre, is confirmed by despatches re-
ceived to-day.

THE HANSEATIC LOSSES NEAR ORLEANS,

The Hanseatic losses In the battles of Orleans and
Beaugency are oMclully stated at 126 killed, 745
wounded and 78 missing.

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Germans Rejoining the Army=—RBismarck to
be Made a Duke=The Paris Canard—Good
News from the Clty=NMore Arms for
Fra Miscell Ttems,.
Loxpon, Dec, 16, 1870,
Sixty per cent of the wounded and sick Prussiang

have rejoined the service.
' BIEMARCK TO BE MADE A DUKE.

Blamarck 1s to be ratsed to o dukedom. It is amid
that the Count prefers his own name as a ducal title,
but the King urges him to gocept that of Duoke of
Strasbonrg.

THE PARIS BTORY.

From Bordeanx the report comes that the sab-
prefeet of Havre, in a report recelved here, denles
having sent a despatch announcing a French vie-
tory at Parls, He malntains, however, that there 18
o general andjprecipitate retreat of whe Prussians in
the purth of France.

A BALLOON WITH NEWS.

A despateh from Bordeaux says the reports by the
balloon which landed at Honfleur have not yet been
received at Bordeaux; but & despateh from the
gervuaul says he has good news from Paris,

THE CAPTURES AT MONTMEDY.

With the surrender of Montmedy sixty-five can-
non and 3,000 prisoners fell into the hanas of the
besiegers, and 236 German prisoners were released,

URGUING AUSTRIA.

The French government urges Austria to demand
the restoration of 8,000 Austrian rallway cars selzed
and held by the Prussians,

MORE ARMB FOR PRANCE.

The steamship Erle, which arrived off the coast
of England yesterday, has sailed for Huvre, though
it I8 possible sbe may put into Cherbourg. She has
arms on boarl for the use of the French,

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

The French government has prohibited the navl-
gatwon ef the Seine.

It is sald that 300,000 French are drilling at Bor-
denux.

A balloon with two passengers and 200 pounds of
letters descended on the 15th at Herborn, in Nas-
Bau ( Germany).

THE QUESTION OF PEACE.
The Necemsary l!-ull nf..‘l'-el-e.e—l'lrh Must
be Tnken=—The Feeling in Germany=—Fruos-
ala Must Have Alsace and Lorraine=QOpin-
lons of the Count de Paris and Marshal

Bazaine.
FRANKFORT-ON-MAIN, Nov. 20, 1870,

Never before were a people more weary of war
than the German peopls are to-day of the struggle
with France, distingulshed though it has been by
such an unparalleled series of German successes,
On every hand—deep, heartfelt, unqoalified—is
heard the aspiration for peace.

And yet the way to peace 18 not clear. The Prns,
slan government will not make peace till it has taken
Parig, No doubt it desires to see the end of the war;
but if che army goes home withous the satiafaction
of entering the French capital in trlumph 1t will
smart under the feeling of repulse and fallure., Ana
before Paria can be taken what must be done? Just
now It appears that the Army of the Lotre must be
beaten, and so decisively and unmistakably beaten
that it will be removed from the number of things
that may enconrage the hopo and the resistance of
Parts. All the German power is now, therefore, ad-
dressed to this grand object. Before Parls the Ger-
man armies stand still, content, apparently, to keep
things there Just as they ure, while Frederick Charlea
and the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg move cuue

tousiy 19 compass o tRp Loty Jg QYRFMMEIA9E Jie )

last hope of France, No doubt they will defeatthe
Army of the Loire. Not because they defeated
MacMahon and sazaine, but because they have & per-
feolly appolimted, thoroughly disciplined, veteran
army, whose movements are directed by & ETeas
strategiat, and becanse 1t 18 not within the limits of
possibility that 8 of

CAn resist all this with uew U

can be no reasonsble deubt the Army of the
%:rm will be whipped

lose 1ta last hope before it will surrender, snd not
till all this nhs been dene can the terms of poace be
g;naed. '{.‘ha end, lher;::nn. is sull remote, and
ntlngent upon many chancea,
LSyt iy bt ke VF s 1 oy
peace ve taken Parts, se

im blerormtgmm:muapuk on behall
of France to force the terms of peace in view of the
great dificulty of the guestien of Alsace and Lor-
riuine. Napoleen, the Ceunc de Parls and the revo-
lutiol government are ln perfect accerd on this
pelnt. Count de Paris says, **No gevernment
can cede these provinces." ‘I'se revolutionary gov-
ernment has committed Itself to the ruliculous ex-
travagance of the declaration that it will not yield
an inch of French torritory. Napeleon turns
away appalled at tbls first necessary sie
In any consideration of peace. Prussia will b
Bbate ajot of her pretension, and none suthorized
to Epeak on behall of France will for & moment con-
side: her téring, What can be the lssue? Bome-
pbody must give In. Practical commen sense must
take Lae place of sentimental extravagance. France,
having ber own pol 1chali ded to her
lips, must quafr [t. As she would have taken pro-
vinees ahe must lose them,

The only Frenchman | have heard dlsenss this
suhject without his head in the clouds is old Bagaine,
who, It need searcely be sald, 18 not the (neapable
that many men seem to suppose., “In all wars,"
Bays the old soldler, ““there 18 a conquering stde and
& conquered side. It would seem {mpossible for any
one to fall to recognize a fact so simple. Yet we
have u.n‘y to regognlze this fact to make our duty
clear. Weo are beaten. Had we been the vietors,
whe doubts but we would have taken the provinces
of Rhenish Prussia? But, as the fortune of war 18
Ifl’mll us, We must accept the law we would have
given,"

If any one competent to speak for France had the
moral conrage to base his action on so plaln & plece
of common sense peace could bé made in an hour.
Hut the fact 1 that while all parties froth at the
month with patriotism there [s no real patriot, All
care for thelr own futnre and not for France. They
will not oede the provinees because It would make
Buch i villalnous “record.” There 18 no Curting to
leap into this gulf, venturing his own annibplation
for the of his country.

It 18 0dd to notice how, here In Prankfort, the
que-tion of Alsace and Lorralone attracts the atten-
tlon of the booksellers, All the windows are fllled
with ancient pamphlets, histories and descriptions
of the provinces, and with all necessary materinl, ins
deed, for getting at the truth of & point on which
much atress Is lald—namely, whether France realy
wronged Germany out of this territory, and whether,
if these provinces go back to what Mr. Carlyle calls
their Teutonic master, 1t will simply be the restora-
tlon of stolen children. Certalnly ithe Prussian au-
thorities care nothing for this, nor does 1t pracucally
matter how the truth stands; but as the subject hus
& certaln interest it will not be untimely te give the
result of some examination of the old dognments
made to while away the time of waltlng ou the mill-
uglaulhorlum

© substantial result Is very curlous touching
Strasbourg, and especially the charge that it was
stolen, The treaties of Munster (Westphalia),
Nimeguen and Ryswick give the whole title. By the
treaty of Munster France obtained from the Em
ror, the empire and the house of Austrin possession
and the right of uovemlam{wln all possessions of
Austrian territortes held mdmng n Uﬂﬂer
Alsace—viz,, the country of Feunette, Bellort, e,
Thanm, Altkirch anda Efsenheim. This was not in
sumumw of congueat. The Archduke Ferdinand
harles, who owned these Lerriteries hereditarily, had
never warred against France. France pald’ three
miilions of lire (nine million francs) and assumed
two-thirds of the debt owing by the Chambers of
Eigenheim. By the same treaty Franee obtalned, in
additien to the territories named in Upper Alsace,
the ‘lundgraviate of Upper and Lower Alsace” and
the “prefecture of Hagenan," including the lmperial
cities,, The nominal sovereignly In these was o
possedaton of the house of Austria, Independently of
the empire, and had been exercised 800 years.

France obtained sovereign nghta over the olty of
Btrasveurg by paragraph 18 of the treaty of
wick; also over the degendenclou of the ity on the
right bank of the ine—namely, Barre, Wasse-
boune and Marienhet This resulted from an
excnungu :.Ea.lnsu the cities of Frlbour&. Brisach
and Kehl, which the preceding treaty of Westphalia
had placed under the soverelgnty of Prance. One

0R40aslon was bartered agalnst another; 8o that

linee came by Strasbourg s honestly as the
Unitea States came by Alaska,

WAR NOTES.

A

A good fat cat in Parls now (November 25) costa
ten francs,

Up to a fortnignt since the total of the North Ger
man and Baden army losses waa as follows:—

The Strasbeurg fortifications hase been repalred
and are now placed in a complote state of defence,

The German merchants are calling Count Bis-
marck’s attention to the demrability of possessing
the French East Indian colony of Salgom as & naval
station.

Contrary to the Geneva Convention the Ninth and
Eleventh Bavari\n fleld hospitals have been plun-
dered by the Fiench at and near Orieans. The
wn(fum, horses and whole equilpment were seized
and the attendants sent to Genevs, whence they re-
tarned te Munich,

This “cruel war"” has not spared the fine arts.
There will be few plctures painted in France in 1870,
few contributions added the musical composl-
tions, few books written; the studio of the scalptor
Will be clesed, the scheols of design neglected, the
poetical, the imaginative, forgotten,

1. OMeers—dead, 502; wounded, 2,426; missing-
24—total, 8,252, 2. Soldiers—dead, 10,46%; wounded
60,240; missing (which eategory includes the de
not feund ), 7,872—tolal, 66,020, Grand total ef all
logses, TLATZ, To this figure must be added the
Bavarian losses, oflicially reported up to the battle
of urleans, with 901 dead and 4,614 wounded. The
Wurtemberg lesses remain to be accounted for, as
also those by slckness 1o the whele army. We
know, though. so much, thut the present war has,
been no exception to the old rule of disease being a
more deadly enemy than powder and shot,

TheMiliiair Wochentiatt, of Berlin, publinhes a
iable showing the fute of the relies of each intantry
regiment of the former regular army of France,
The whole of the Guard, eignt infantry reglments,
of three battallons each, with one battallen ef Chas-
seurs, are prisoners. Of the hundred infantry regl-
ments all are prisoners but slx; four of these lase,
which were fermerly in Algeria, being now with the
Army of the Leire, and twe, which were at ltome,
being in Paris. The whole of the ZXouaves, three
regiments of threa battalions each, are captives; so
are the twenty battallons of Ohassears of the Line,
and the three regiments of Turcos, a bedy formeriy
of the =ame sirength as the Zouaves. The only
otbher truo}an unacceunted fer are three single bat-
taltons of light infaulry, speciaily raised for Aigerian
sarvice, and supposed 10 be aull in the colomy, and
the Forelgn Leglon fermed for the same purposs,
and sald also to be there at [ast accounts,

A comparison between the French and Prussian
fleld artilery, (rom tae pen of & Chel d'Escadron in
the former service, has lately appeared in a Belglan
newspaper, and been transiated in a German mil-
ftary journal. Tne writer admits that the Prussian
guns surpass the French in range and accaracy; b i
au the latter shoot well up 10 3,800 yards, and wﬂ
carry up to 4,350 yards, he comsidersthis difference
unimportant, He estimates that mene of the hatle-
ries at Sedan fired at a greater distance than 4,400

ards, The most serlous point of fmfertority on the

ench side is, he considers, the almost universal
nse of time fuzes, which will net burn long enough
for & range of more than 3,250 yards, and are always
Irregular in their actlon from the effect of atmos-
pheric conditions, lmperfect manufacture and de-
terioration by transport. The Prussians, by unsing
percussion fuges, derive two great advantages—the
proportion of shells that burst effectively, se as to
cause easualtles or create unsteadiness in the ene-
my’'s ranks, Is much larger; anid, whether the
shells Infiigt Injury or not, the smoke of
the explosion I8 a very valuable aid in judg-
ing wuether the range has bpeen properly
estimated. The Frencn have 8seme percussion
fuzed, ne states, Included with thelr equiptmens
and sre furnished with lnstructions on the mode of
changing them when in action; but the arrlllerists
find it an lmpracticable arra t. He ders
16 better to have percussion fuses, whish bursi the
shell witn certainty at the frat graze, than timne
luses which burst them in the air, but without cer-
talnty; and he suins nlla by asserting empliatically
that the great saperiority of the Prussian artiller
was duo to the better barsting ef thelr shells, all
ofhier points of advantage having been compara-
tvely unimportant. We may add that the “wild,
Indiscriminate bursting” of the French shells was
mecully remarked 1o the sortie from Parls on the

& ult.

A Paris letter of November 20 In the London Times
supphies the fellowing amusing repors of the mede
of boarding in the restaurants of the city:—

The writer says:—I do not know what I golng to
happen to Parls. [ suppose 1t must fall in the end,
if the neutral Powers do not interfere. But pray do
not run away with the idea that 1t will fall soon, It
14 & question of the belly, nothing more, Our beef
and mutton will be exhausted In ltroruu]rm. per-
haps seener. Wil Paris feed on herse, of which
there 18 abundance? [ belleve it will, and those
Who, hke mysell, vow never to touch horse will live
on  vegeiables, For me, 1 am Bhadrach.
You remember the stery of ihe turee children
who would not In captivity eat the flesh offered
to idols and fed on pulse. At the end of lorty days
they were very fat. I think 1 couid get up in Parls
the Shadrach, Meshech and Avednego Club. When
the siege of Parls 18 over you will see us as fat ns
plgn on our diet of pulse, peas, beans and lentils,

ing ef pigs, let mwe end this letwer with an
anecdote. | took a friend to kreakfust with me yes-
terday morning st Brabant's, On the bill of fare I
found cochon de lait, Now, I have many weak-
Desses, but all are as nothing in comparison with
mf weakness for sucking pig. 1 at once sald, <.
all means, we shall have sucking plg."” But I calle
back the walter and asked hum Il it was a real suck-
ing plg. He said, “Truly.” Then Isaid, “A litle
pigr'!  He replied, “Surely.” Again 1 sald, A

iol-mi gcll.l #'  But this question floored him, and he
At last he conieseed, “'It was a guinea

a'lnde,” NOw. 1 aBk you, are you equal
Je flion i

LUXEMBOURG

National Entente Between
Prussia and Belgium.

British Diplomacy and Cabinet *“Sham”
Exploded.

An English Ministerial Council Debating the
Position~M. Thiers' Proposed Sop to
Bismarok—Prumia Reserves Her
Right of Action

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.

Prossln and llal.ln-—l.:_.\nurd on the New
Diplomatic Question—The “Sham” Neutral-
Ity of England==M, Thiers’ Diplomacy.

BrusseLs, Dec. 16, 1870,

Perfect acoord exista between the governments of
Prusela and Belglum on the general international
Glplomacy of the two eonntries.

The King ana Oabinet of Belgium have been
ofttolally thanked by the executive in Berlin for the
good falth which the Belglan nation has evineed
in the maintenance of ita nentrality, which 18 in such
marked contrast to the professed but really sham
neutrality of England on the subject of Luxem-
bourg,

Prusala's policy of self-protection, both on the
border and lnternationally, with regard to Luxem-
bourg meets the approval of the government and
people of Belgium.

M. THIERS' BAIT TO BISMARCE.

It Is stated in Brussels and repeated from London
that M, Thiers after his visit to St. Petersburg pro-
posed to Count Bismarck that Prussia should release
the territory of Alsace and restore it to Franee, and
afterward annex Belgium and Holland, but that the
proposal was Immedlately discountenanced both in
Bt. Petersbhurg and Vienna.

ACTION OF HOLLAND.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Luxembourg Said to be Solomnly Purchased
by Holland.

BenriN, Dec, 15, 1870,
It s asseried from Vienna, on authority sald to be
reliable, that tne territory of Luxembourg has been
solemnly purchased from the representative author.
1ty ol the Netherlands Kingdom,

Clhtizen Assertion of Natlonal Integrity.
Loxpox, Dee. 15. 1870.
The Luxembourgers have united 1o an adaress to
Prince Henry of Urange, imploring him not to allow
the destruction of the political existence of the
Grand Duchy without the popuiation are first con-
suited on the subject.

Royal Determination of the Territorinl Poal.
tion.
LoxpoN, Dee, 16—2:30 A. M.

King Willlam of Holland has telegrapbed to the
government of Luxembourg that he *“will defend
the treaty of 1807 and the honor and independence of
the Duchy. e also approves the acts of the govern-
ment of Luxembourg.”

The Cabinet Crisis Conmtinned=No Ministry te
Act.
. TuE HaGUE, Dec. 15, 1870,
The endeavors to form & new Cablnet are still un-
sucgessiul,

Eagland’s Iden of the Territorial Acconnt=—A

Cabluet h’.nell‘ May Define the Position,

LoNDpox, Dec. 15, 1870,

The London T¥nes of to-day, In an editorial on
the Luxembourg question, says it 1s not England’s
duty alone to resist the absorption of Luxembourg
by Prussia,” and thinks that “pernans Prussin may
be satisfled with that acquisition, and forego the
taking of Lorralne from France."

A Cablnet council 18 o be held to-day, which 18 ex-
pected to define the attitude of England,

THE QUESTION AT VERSAILLES.

The Grand Duchy Safe if Neotral=Prossin

Free and Firm as to Her Future Action.

Loxpoxn, Dec, 16, 1850,

A despatch to the London Times, dated at Ver-
sallles, 15th Inat., says the Luxembourg question
will produce complication. The Independence of
the Duchy Is preserved unless it openly supports
France.

The Prussian government declares that the great
Fowera ef Europe concerned themselves in the
Luxembourg matter in the face of her plaln viola-
tlon of neutrality In the interest of the Frewch,
Prussia therefore reserves to liself full freedom for
her future course.

PRESS CLUB DINNER IN CHICAGD.

CHaIgAGo, Dec, 16, 1870,
The first annumal banquet of the Chicago Presa
Club took place at the Bright House this evening,
and, In a social sense, the affulr was o great success,

About elgnty gentlemen connected with the dally
and non-uwily press were present. Speeches wera
miile by Governor Bross, of the Tribune; Mr. Me-
Cullogh, of the Repubifean; Mr. Wilkie, of tne
Zimes; Mr. Crofful, of the Fost; Mr, Sherman, of the
Jowrnal; Mr. Hewitt, of the Chrondele, snd others,
The party broke up at a late hour.

MURDER TRIAL.

WoRCESTER, Dec. 16, 1570,
The trial of Charles W. Linn, for murder, closed
to-day by a verdict of not gullcy.

THE GLOUCESTER (MASS,) FISHING SEASON.—The
estimate of fish taken In the district ol Gloucester,
ingluding Rockport, during the fishing season ef
1870, 18 us Tellews:—Codfish, 240,000 quintals; mack-
erel, @8,000 barrels; herriag, 12,000 barrels; other fish,
12,000 guintals; she!l nsh, 20,000 barrels; fresh fish,
7,600,000 pounds; oil, 135,000 gallons: manure, 8,000
tons. The total value of the above 13 $3,724,500,
There are 673 vessels in the district, whese tonnage
18 30,510 tons. The fishing grounds are en the eonst
of New England, Nova Scotla and Newlound-
land and the Bay of 8t, Lawrence. The num-
ber of men employed during the Season
was 6,084, and nomber ol vessels employed 507, The
cod fishermen average about ten to twelve iien te
@ vessel, und the mackerelmen from fifteen to eigh-
teen. The loss of men this sesson by aceldents will
exceed 100, 1n Gloucester there are about Nty flsh
firms, who represent a capital of $3,800,000 1n ves-
aela, thia being outside of the regular business, such
as ontfits, curing, packing and whatl property, the
latter of which foots up In value over $1,000,000.
The firms 1n Gloucester nave heretofore been in the
hablt of getting the enermous quantities of salt which
they used through New Yerk parties, but thls year
another pollcy was pursued, and a grand sall com-

any, compesed of most of the Hsh owners was
ormed, and nearly all the salt used was lmported
direct on their own account, thus saving abeut fifty
cents per bushel. Feoy the year ending June 30 the
value of iImports received at this port was $74,013 ;
exports, §8,383, The mumber of entrles of foreign
Vesseld was 226, the tonnage of which was 24,028
The clearances were 1566 ; tonnage, 19,370 ; dutles
assessed §66,040 00 —Commercial Bullelin,

NEW ICR SUPPLY.—The Pecksklll Advertiser says
that the property known as the Hegslan Lake lands,
sitoated upon the weat shore of the Hudson and one-
half mile above lona Island, has recently been sold
and a new ice company formed for the purpose of
cutting and storiug the ice (rom the luke, with a
view to nunpl{rl:u A Southern trade with tius ecoling
cemmodity. 8 lake contalns about thirty acres
and 15 capable of lerung} in ordinary seasons,
20,000 to 30,000 tons of lee. lee houses of suMcient
capacity to store the above ameunt are now bewng
erected upen the grounds and are under contract to
be finished by the middie of January, ready to re-
ceive the lce. Oune peculiar feature of ice gathering
ot Hesslan Lake Is that the (oo celning from the Mke,
situated about fiity reet above the tops of the jce
houses, 18 made to alide all the WAy from the Iake
upon a track constructed for the purpose, und de-
posits Itself In the ice houses ready for the packers,
At o great eaving of cost for lubor.

The Eastport Sentinel complaina that eggs will be
admitted duty free frem the proviaces aiter the 1st
of January, wuch to the disaavantage of the East
glmﬂ:“ T:l:gn :nvaﬂhamol’ora g:lnu hlen pia:

erable reven een o
 thinad 1rom thems g

AMUSEMENTS.

PHILHARMONI0 RENBARSAL.—The second Ie=
hearsal for the second concert of the Phllharmonio
Boclety took place yesterday alternoon at the
Academy of Musio, pefore an audience which
crammed the buliding from psarquet to dome and
left very little desirable standing room. We doubt
very much if the extra concert in honor of Beethoven
can ghow as muoch to-night. The programme for
the second regular concert is Indeed intéresting in
the nighest degree. First cowes & very remarkable
symphony by the planist, Rubenstein called
“Ocean,” although what on earth the ocean
bas to do with it in the carrying ous
of the subject we are quite at a loss to know. The
last movement is rather too much spun out and ela-

borate to a fault, But itisin gemeral a fine work.
ﬂﬁ:' ‘wmn'm" r%g:t;,uve;tu;u’ by Cherabini, I:I.IIGEIL:":?
" which in man assages m
be mistaken for Mozart, *lDon m’o?mnl ' strongly
fmp 1es the overture in some of its besl parts,
The third and last orchesiral work is the “lluy
Blas” overture of Mendelssohn, The programme
Is far mere Bausfucto than its * prede-
cessor, aod, & lttle broader (dea of
freatment than that which the conductor, Mr.
Bergmann, seemed inclined to give it yesterday,
there 1@ no doubt of 18 belng a grand Ruccess. 'loo
much care and elaboration will tend to weaken o
WOrk to as serlous an extent as carelessness ana
want of proper attention. A conduoctor should not
keep too Ught o rein over sueh a magnificent orches.
tri a8 the Philharmonic when there are under bis
ham:mnume of the best musicians that America can
ex

BEETHOVEN MANNERCHOR—FIDELIO.—The Beet-
hoven Miunerchor, one of the popular German vocal
socleties, celebrated the centennary birthday of the
immortal composer from whom they take thelr
name last night at the Academy of Musie, ‘The
house was filled to the extent of standing room only.
“Fidello” was the attraction and was presented
with the following east:—Fidelio, Mme, Loulse Licht-
may; Marcelline, Miss Roemer; Rocco, Mr, Franosch;

Pizarro, Mr. Vierling; Florestan, Mr. Bernard;
Jaquino, Mr, Habelmann; Minlster, Mr. Standt. To
the chorus all pralse 18 due, as they sang with a
upanimity of spirit, feellug and expression so
utterly different from what one I8 accustomed to

hear in opers at this theatre, that their
department of the opera gave unalloyed
Batlsiaction, Madame  Lichtm sang the

grand music of the title rdle a8 o true, consclen-

" tlous artist, and her fine, hmdhdnmm.ae and culi-

vated school found a congenial fleld 1n sush o work.
There might be a llttle more delicacy and ronndi
off of some of the rough peluts of her school,
bmt her earnéstneas and appreclation of the
ldeas of the composer Wwere unmistakable,
Neither Vierling nor Franosch were at all
equal w0 the demands of their par
but Miss Roemer and Habelmann both scted an
sang with becoming spirit and that ease and confl-
denoce Lhat jbetoken the true artlst. Mr. Neuendorf
led a rather shaky orchestra with more success
:1"“ Inuu:: experienced cenducters would dare
ope for.

PHILHARMONIU BOCIETY OF BROOELYN.—A
crowded house testified it appreciation of classical
music last night as the second concert of the Brook-
Iyn Plulbarmonic Soclety, given In the Academy of
Music. Tne luscinating straing of Beethoven and
Mendelssohn were listened to with delight by all
present, and to o small minority the works of these
divine masters appealed to a critical and a musi-
cally educated ear. The concerted muslo of these
coneerts 18 so purely and bewilchingly rendered
that It must be a very dull ear and a8 cold unagina-
tion that is not moved to an ecstasy of delight with
harmonles that bave endowed Lheir composers Lm-
murtalisy.

The concert opened with Heethoven's Second
Bymphony, and was given with all the precision
and barmony for which this society i8 80 fammouns.
Signor Carlo Lefrane sang Ualevy's “La Pricre ae la
Juive" with great sweetness and foree, and 18 & tenor
ol which the society may well be proud. An encore
wis demanded, and, after & Ue besitation, he
kindaly compited with the fattering request. In the
Becond part e gave the cantique “Noel,'' and was
heartlly applauded, Mr, Richara Hoffman distin-
guished himsell In ‘Beethoven's Concertoin ( migor,
op. 37; and also In Rennett’s “Harcarole," from the

' “Fourth Congerto.” Merart's overture tothe “Magic

Flute” any Mendelssohn's “Miudsummer Night's
Dream™ brought this concert, wnich 1t was a privi-
lege to altend, o a brilliant close. The next concert
Wwill be given on the 2sth of January.

Musical and Dramntic Notes.

Harry Sanderson’s concert last night at Steinway
Hall was very thinly attended,

Matinees will be given to-any at the following
theatres:—Fiftn Avenue, Wallack's, Booth's, Niblo’s,
Olymplie, Globe, Grand Opera House, Comigue,

oed’s, Lina Edwin's, Bowery, Association Hall,
Tony Pastor's, llw'.e{'s. Brooklyn Opera House,

The centenary birthday of Beelthoven will be
celebrated by the Philharmonic Society to-night at
the Academy of Muslc by a grand concert,

The Vocal Soclety of New York gave themr first

L glee and madrigal concert at Steinway Hull on
Thuraday nmight, with signal success.
Mume. Viurdl Mard promises s very interesting
Boirce this evening, at Chickering’s Hull,

THE FECHTER-WALLACK IMEROGLIO,

BosTon, Dec, 16, 1870,
The following letter, published in the Travelder of
this afternoon, will, it 18 thought, terminate the
Fechter-Wallack correspoudence:—
No. 2 BULFINCH PLACE, BosToNn, Dec. 15, 1570,
“Verlwa nihil veretur nisl abscopdl,"

Based upon this principle I answer a communica-
tlon which I find in the Travettor of this evening
over the signature of Charles Fechter, It has never
before fallen te my 1ot to be obliged to recite any
petty grievances, but when an individual makes o
publie exposition of al@ird ol Ltbe Globe theatre,
amd takes the liberty to mention my name i con-
nectlon therewitl, I am bound to muke some reply
to it. There 18 no reason, nor has there
ever been a reason, why the Globe thealre
should not be conducied wupon n  system
of harmony, except In  the  arrogance ol
the “sole manager” ot the establisnment.  The “elo-
quent™ notice in the Travelder on the sthoinstant,
alluded to, and appealed to by the writer of the
cxplanatory letter of Uiis evening, may be easily
ausweresd. I a mangger has right=, 80 has an actor,
The absurd cant about discipline 18 caslly met, [
have been on the stage sinee boyhood-—-have held a
respectable position for twenty years; 1 feel, thera-
fore, the value of diselpline ard am prepared
always to defer o lt. There hus been no discipline
under the management of Mr. Charles Fechter,
Ladiea and gentlemen have been summoned to
thelr duties atb twelve o'clock M., and the “sole
mangger!? has walked In at two P. M, This {8 not
of great lmportance, probably, but where a per-
son exacts discipline hie ghould b]y lts own ex-
ample, enforce it 1 can vouch for the loyaliy
of every member of the Globe company, and stmply
Lieg now te assert my Own. An actor may have &
pecuniary countrict with the manager of @ theatre,
but be 18, 1n fact, engaged to the publie. Now, why
do 1 not perform the auty which I owe the public?
because Mr, Fechter, the “sole manager,! will not
permit me. Why will he not permit me? Sarely
not because I sald 1 would rather not assume che
part of Don Saliuste. Doea the public care about
hearmg the truth of the matter? 1 will tell 1t, and
defy the “sole mansger” to contradict me.
engagement was made through Mr. John H,
Belwyn (for Mr. Cheney) In the month of March.
The terms of that engagement and the obll-
gatlon 1L lmposed upon me were thoroughly
comprehended by Mr. Seiwyn and myeelf, ratified
by Mr. Cheney, and 1 was {ully prepared to actia
the spirit and letter of our contract, On the 26th of
April, in a letter which I have belore me as I write,
cuclosed In a communication from o mutual friend,
Mr. Cheney announced his desire o enzl; e Mr,
Fechter, hut would llke to hear my views frst, as 1
Bhould pe consulted on ko hnportiant o master (vide
uis lecter). Thinking that he saw 4 surer means of
guccess in such an engagement, I offered to abro-
gate my contract altogether and yleld In favor of his
new design, fearing there might be some inharmo-
nlous elements n the composition of s company.
Tuis Mr. Cheney could not listen to, but wished me
to procecd at once with nhn to see Mr. Fechter. 1did
80, mid was received with most affectionute greets
Ing, he nssurlng me that nothing could possibly
oceur that would mar the harmouy of onr associa-
tions; that a simple objection on oy part to any
policy devised would meet with not a single argu-
ment from him. | accepted the promises of the
management of the Globe theatre In the most sym-

athetie spirit, 1 thought Mr. Fechiter meant what
Ra sald. Tne proprietor of the theatre, Mr. Cheney,
heard every word that was uttered by Mr. Feehter,
and [ am sure will attest 1. 1do not believe the
gmbllu cares much about the internal disorder in a
heatre, but I do belleve that gentiemen care about
that which ought to be understood beiween gentle-
men. The intention, agexpressed, was that the drama
Wwas to be considered and carea for, and not the
individual andizement of any one person. Too
system of “starring' and indicating the positlon of
the artist by the size of the letters in which hus
name was printed 1n the play billa was 1o be abol-
tshed.  Equality and [raternity was to be our motio,
and i constant succession of new works would be

resented to the publie, in whieh the lonors of per-
ormance were to be farly divided, Evea V ctorien
Sardon wins to have been Invited to write plays es-
peclally for the Globe theasre. The firat play of Sar-
dou has not yet been placed (u rehcarsal. Mr.
Fechter palnted 10 me a Ut:fun. and | was weak.
eneugh to believe in b, In short, he was golug te
do what e has not done. 1 am ROTTy that there
shiould be o question of veracity between Mr, Fechter
and myselr. ‘11 wis never understood from the “first
day of onr meeting™ that I was to play Don Salluste;
and the rlmPuultlun Lo alternate the characters in
“ituy Blus'' was bub o subterfuge irom o insuigl
letter whiech 1t was feared would be made publio,
wiil no longer pursua \be theme, 1 have always
been prepared to fulil my duty to the public aud to
wy ewployer, and am 8o prepared now, For the en-
terprising proprietor of the Globe 1 entertain the
hichest ond most sincere regard, and heartily would
1 share with him by my smull efforts the labors
wiich his assamed “Atlas,” who 18 evidently as
weak In his mythology as he I8 In his management,
has fallea up (o the prosent imeé in makiug remu-
neraiives 4 Wy WA CK.

RUSSIA.
The Czar Prepared for War
or Negoiiation.

A e o i

Austria Mediatory Through Fear
of the Consequences.

The Conference Invitations Said to Have
Been Issued.

The Russian Army to Be Hept at Fult

Strength—A Closo Levy by Conseription,
8. PETERSBURG, Dee. 15, 1870

A levy of six men in every 1,000 throughout Russ

#la has been ordered to replace the men lost to the

army in consequence of the shortening of the term

of service of the conscription of 1871,

AUSTRIAN DIPLOMACY.

A Contral Mediator for Penco=Afrald of Ruse
sin and Hopefal of & Congress. -
Loxpox, Dec. 15, 1870,

It 1s announced that Austrla, wishing to maintain
the existing guaranteea for the peace of Earope,
yet desirous of sparing the susceptibllities of Rua.
fia, adheres, withont reservation, to the deelsion of
the approaching conference at Lundon.

THE C(ONGRESS,

The Uirenlar Invitations Snid to Have Beead
Issued.
LoNDoN, Dec. 15, 1870,
It |8 possible that the invitations to the conferencd
to be held in London on the Black Sea question werd
1ssaed yesterday.

What Rassla Wil Demand=America Sympas
thizes with the Czar. r
BorpEAUX, Dec. 15, 1874,
A despatch from Marseilles says Russis will de.
nounce the treaty for the closing of the Dardanelles,
and adds that the United States, which never recog)
nized the cloalng of the straits, will sympathilze ac,
tively with the Czar.

Pl
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The Serions Riots at the Gates
of the Yatican.

Ly

The “Dangerous Element” Asserting Its Power—
Law and Order Vindicated by the '
Pontifical Troops—Arrest of
the Mob-Leader.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Loxpon, Dec. 16, 1870,

Bpicm HerALD telegrams from Rome, dated in
the Holy Oity on the 12th Inst., report that the serl
ous riot which took place at the very gatea of tha
Vatican on the anniversary of the Feast of the Ime
maculate Conception was & most infamous adair,

The rioters were made up of a mob of ruMans,
headed by a desperate character named Togmettl, a
professed infidel.. They were armed with knives
and hatchets and other Instruments of assasalngs
tion.

Four of the Papal party were wounded almost tme

mediately. The soldiers charged ou the crowd and
Togunettl was arrested. During the evening the
rioters, his companions, collected in front of the
FPolleo OMee building and demanded Lis release.

Next day, the 13th instant, Colonel Azyanes, of
the First Pontifical regiment, was assaulted by the
mob, He escaped from their hanas Ly rushing
through the Vatcan bullding.

The Moly Clty remains deeply excited,

The Prpal Quostion in the Itallan Legislatnre-=
A Statesman’s Plan of Treatment in the
Crisin,

FLORENCE, Dec. 15, 1870,

In the Italian Parllament to-day Sefior Lanzs
made s powerful speech ln support of the bl relative
to the guarantee to be given Lo the Pope. He amd
the Catholle world demonded every guarantes
which it was possible fer [taly to coneede,

A bl for the consolidation of the Papal debis wis
lntroduced.

Special Mission from the Pope te Prussinss
King Willlnm to Champion the Church,
Loxpox, Dec, 16, 1570
The Papal Envoy, Monseignor Kogman, arrived at
Versalllea on the 12th with important Jdespatches
from the Pope to Bismarck and Eing Wiliam.
Itls certaln that the King promised the Pope to
restore to him his temporal power as soon as the
present war ends,

The Day of Royal Entry.
Loxpox, Dec. 16, 1870,
It 18 said that Vicior Emmanuel will enter Rome on
the in of January.

FIRE IN CINCINNATI.

CINCINNATI, Dec, 18, 1870,

Nos, 6, 11 and 13 on West Front street, between
Main and Walnut streels—a flve story stone {ront—
was completely destroyed by fire to-night. Two
of the numbers belonged to Reuben Springer,
and the other to the estate of GriMn
Tuylor, Loss on bmiding, $50,000; Barber & Btout,
tobice? manufactarers, loss about $30,000; Morti-
mer & Co, and K. H. Corning, produce deaiers, loss
ahout $3,000 each; the former ls folly insared; E.

H. Griegt loses, In leal tobacco, $3,500: fally In-
sureds  Total loss, $100,000.

EUROPEAN MARKETS.

Loxpox MoxEy Mangkr —Lospox, Dec, 15—4:80 B,
M.—Conaols elased at 9% for money and #1% fur the aceount.
American securities quiet.  United®States five-twenty bonds,
1548, Bﬂp: 1666, BRI, I1%67, S700; ten-forties, B7.. Btocks

. Erle 199y ; tilinots Central, 1104 ; Atlanile and Groas

oatirn, 27,

LoNplioN Moxty MARKRT, -Loxpon, Dec. 16--1:830 P,
M. —Consols, 1% Tor money, 917, for the account.  Amerlean
mecuritien quiet and unchanged. Stocks sieady and voe
changed.

Liveuroor, CorroN MARKET.—-LiveErroor, Dec 15
4:50 P, M.—The cotton market was unchanged, Middlng u;
lnnds, on apot, Bgd, ; middiing Orleans, on spot, 860, n 82,04, 5
to wrrive, 8. a 854, The sales of the dl{ foot up 13,000 bales,
fneluding 4,000 bales for specuintion and export.

LIVERPOOL COTTON MARKET -LiveErroon, Des 18-
1180 A M- The collon market opened aulﬂ. Middling up- -
Innds, 8id. : middiing Orleans, 8. & Bigd. The salea of
the day wre entimated at 10,000 baies, Sales of the waeek,
BO,000 bales, mneluain, ll,DtI.'l fur export and 5,000 for aproula-
tion, Block, B85,000 bules, of which S5000 are Amerlean.
Keceipts, 50,000 bales, lm:luniin”&.&l\l balen of American.

LIVERPOOL HREADSTUFFS MARRET.—LiveRrooL, Dee
15—F. M.—Breadstufe quics. Corn, 3. 9, per quarter for
new.

LIVERPOOL BREADKTUYTA MARRET.—LiveErpont, Des,
18—1:30 P. M.—~Wheat—iotal receipts for three days W
quarters, foeluding 37,00 American; [ﬁ:iﬂg, old, ﬁ. H
winter, e, Td, & 1s. 54, Western flour 26e.

LaivERroos, Propuor MARKET. - LIVvERFOOL, Dec, 18—

40 P, M.—Tallow closed, metive; quoted at 44 B9, u dba.
lll‘:ﬂmd petroleum, Is, 6Md s 1a 644 Sugar quiel mnd

¥,

LivERPOOL PROVIFIONR MARKET.—Livamroon, Dee.
181 P. M.—Beef, 113 fid. xork, lida, ; lara srmer,

PRYROLEUM MARKET.—ANTWERP, Dec. Li.--Petroleum
quiet,

HAVANA MARKETS.

B

HAvVANA, Dec. 13, 1870,
Bugars—Prices stff, but quotations sre undtluﬂi Sales
unimportant,
Exchango on London, 18 819 per cenl premfum; on the
United Hulu‘. sxly dayn’ sighi, 3 a4 per cont dm:nntl

short sight, 28l per cent discount; | ®
:E::;-”: a7 per o L preminia; abart -I:hf,olg'pu oenl pre



